
SUGGESTIONS ABOUT HOW TO GET THE MOST  
FROM YOUR PIANO LESSONS 

 
***Regular practicing should not be negotiable.  Don't let it become a 
bartering tool or issue for controversy in your home.  Students need a 
daily practice time which the whole family knows about and respects. 
 
 
***Occasionally parents should sit with students during a practice 
session to listen to new pieces, or assist them in following the lesson 
assignment. Consider what an important role the imagination plays in 
shaping a piece of music.  Ask about the stories we may have made up 
at lessons.  Make up one of your own.  Ask questions about titles and 
the meanings of Italian words in the score. 
 
 
*** Help make certain students bring all the necessary music and 
materials to every lesson. 
 
 
***Ask how the lesson went and how the student felt about it.  I 
appreciate significant feedback.  Also let me know about anything you 
feel might affect a student’s ability to concentrate or practice regularly.   
 
 
***Read the newsletter, check the website, ask if there is a sticky 
note from me about anything.  Look for messages in red or that say 
“w/HELPER” on assignment books.  These are indications that I think 
your student needs help. 
 
 
***Parents are welcome to visit a lesson.  It can be helpful to observe 
how students should sit at the piano and maintain correct hand 
position, see how important slow accurate playing is and what regular 
technical practice is required.   
 
 
***Families need to show consistent interest in and support for a 
student's piano study and progress.  We all know it's not always easy 
to maintain enthusiasm for something that requires hard work!  
Record new pieces on audio or videotape.  Encourage students to play 
for friends and family, at school or church;  they can accompany other 
musicians, or play duets with friends who also play the piano. 



 
 


